
IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS 
 
TIMOTHY PLOE, et al, ) 
 ) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
 ) 

 v. ) No. 25-1942 
 ) (Judge Meriweather) 

UNITED STATES, ) 
) 

Defendant. ) 
 

JOINT STATUS REPORT 
 

Pursuant to the Court’s May 5, 2026 order, the parties respectfully submit this joint status 

report.  As defendant, the United States, reported in its May 5, 2026 motion to extend, the 

relevant agencies were “having internal discussions that may obviate the need for some or all of 

the current litigation.”  ECF No. 19.  As a result of those discussions, on May 14, 2026, the 

Department of Defense (DoD) rescinded its August 20, 2025 guidance and its January 30, 2026 

guidance.  See Exhibit 1. 

The parties have conferred regarding appropriate next steps but have not yet reached 

agreement.  Accordingly, the parties request that the Court stay further deadlines in this litigation 

and direct the parties to meet and confer further and file a joint status report by June 19, 2026 to 

update the Court on the progress towards resolving the claims. 

 

 

 
/s/ Tacy F. Flint 
Tacy F. Flint 
Emily M. Wexler 
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 
One South Dearborn 
Chicago, IL 60603 
Tel: (312) 853-7000 
tflint@sidley.com 
ewexler@sidley.com 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

BRETT A. SHUMATE 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
PATRICIA M. McCARTHY 
Director 
 
WILLIAM J. GRIMALDI 
Assistant Director 
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Christopher A. Eiswerth 
Jacob Steinberg-Otter 
Joseph A. Hasbrouck 
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 
1501 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: (202) 736-8676 
ceiswerth@sidley.com 
Jacob.Steinbergotter@sidley.com 
joseph.hasbrouck@sidley.com 
 
Rochelle Bobroff 
NATIONAL VETERANS LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM 
1100 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22209 
Tel: (202) 621-5709  
rochelle@nvlsp.org 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
May 19, 2026 

/s/ Tanya B. Koenig 
TANYA B. KOENIG 
Senior Trial Counsel 
Commercial Litigation Branch 
Civil Division. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 480, Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Tel: (202) 305-7587 
Email: Tanya.B.Koenig@usdoj.gov 
 
Attorneys for Defendant 
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Exhibit 1 
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