
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

Alexandria Division 

KATHLEEN L. WATTS, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

TROY E. MEINK, 

Defendant. 

) 

) 

) 

) Case No. 1:25-cv-01093 (MSN-IDD) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

JOINT NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Court’s January 16, 2026 Order (Dkt. 45), the parties provide the following 

update to the Court.  

1. The parties have conferred about the proposed class definition and agreed to the

following revised definition: 

a. All current and former members of the United States Air Force, including the Air

Force Reserve and Air National Guard, who, from July 1, 2019, to the present, (A)

met the criteria for referral into the Integrated Disability Evaluation System

(“IDES”) under Department of Defense Instruction 1332.18 § 5.2, and (B) who

were referred into the Air Force’s Pre-IDES, and did not receive access to IDES.

b. By agreeing to this revised definition, Defendant does not waive any right to appeal

the Court’s decision on class certification.

2. Both parties believe that the merits of the case can be resolved on cross-dispositive

motions. However, Defendant requires additional time to determine whether the administrative 

record needs to be supplemented in light of the Court’s decision on class certification. 
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Accordingly, on January 30, 2026, the parties will propose a briefing schedule on cross-dispositive 

motions. 

Dated: January 23, 2026 

PERKINS COIE LLP 

________/s/______________ 

Alec W. Farr, VSB No. 99142 

AFarr@perkinscoie.com 

Francys Guevara, Pro Hac Vice 

FGuevara@perkinscoie.com  

700 Thirteenth Street, N.W., Suite 800 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3960 

Telephone: +1.202.654.6200 

Facsimile: +1.202.654.6211 

Thomas J. Tobin, Pro Hac Vice 

TTobin@perkinscoie.com 

1301 Third Avenue, Suite 4200 

Seattle, WA 98101 

Telephone: +1.206.359.8000 

Facsimile: +1.206.359.9000 

Respectfully Submitted, 

TODD W. BLANCHE 

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

/s/ 

MEGHAN LOFTUS 

MATTHEW J. MEZGER 

Assistant United States Attorneys 

Office of the United States Attorney 

2100 Jamieson Ave. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Tels:  (703) 299-3757/3741 

Fax:  (703) 299-3983 

Emails: meghan.loftus@usdoj.gov 

matthew.mezger@usdoj.gov 

Counsel for Defendant 

NATIONAL VETERANS LEGAL SERVICES 

PROGRAM 

Rochelle Bobroff, Pro Hac Vice 

Rochelle@nvlsp.org 

Matthew Handley, Pro Hac Vice 

Matthew.Handley@nvlsp.com 

Esther Leibfarth, Pro Hac Vice 

Esther@nvlsp.org 

1100 Wilson Blvd., Ste. 900 

Arlington, VA 22209 

Telephone: +1.202-265.8305 

Facsimile: +1.202.223.9199 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs Kathleen Watts, Robert 

Newman, & Ryan G. Miller, on behalf of themselves 

and others similarly situated 

SO ORDERED.

Alexandria, VA
January 27, 2026

_________________________
Hon. Michael S. Nachmanoff
United States District Judge

/s/
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