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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the summer edition of NVLSP's newsletter! NVLSP remains steadfast in
our commitment to advocating for the rights and benefits of our nation's veterans.
This edition brings you the latest updates on our ongoing initiatives, notable legal
achievements, and vital information to help veterans and their families. Dive in to
learn how NVLSP is making strides in securing justice and support for those who have
served our country. Thank you for your unwavering support as we work together to
uphold the promise made to our veterans.

Paul Wright
Executive Director

NVLSP COMMENTS

NVLSP Comments in Support of Court of
Federal Claims’ Proposed Amendments to
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NATIONAL VETERANS LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM
July 18, 2024
Lisal. Reyes
Clerk of Court
United States Gourt of Federal Claims
717 Madisen Place, NW
Washington, DG 20439

RE: Proposed Amendments to the Rules of the United States Court of Federal Claims.
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NVLSP Statement on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector
General Report: Veterans Benefits Administration Did Not Identify All Vietham
Veterans Who Could Qualify for Retroactive Benefits

“It is an outrage that the VA continues to deny tens of thousands of Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange and their survivors their rightful benefits,” said Bart
Stichman, Special Counsel and Co-Founder of NVLSP. “The class action court order VA
agreed to 33 years ago required VA in 2021 to identify and redecide the claims of
approximately 100,000 Vietnam veterans and their survivors who previously sought
benefits for three diseases, including bladder cancer, that were recently added to the
list of Agent Orange-related diseases. But the OIG report concludes that VA neglected
to redecide the claims of tens of thousands of veterans who are likely entitled under
the 1991 agreement to hundreds of millions of dollars in retroactive compensation.”

This report documents the latest example of VA’s failure to fully comply with the class
action order to which VA agreed in 1991. The report examined the eligibility for VA
benefits based on the landmark case of Nehmer v. U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, a class action lawsuit brought by NVLSP attorneys in 1986 to challenge a VA
regulation, former 38 C.F.R. 3.311a, that stated, among other things, that chloracne is
the only disease that scientific evidence shows is associated with exposure to
herbicides like Agent Orange used by the United States in Vietnam. You can read our
full statement here.

LITIGATION UPDATE

NVLSP Files Supreme Court Amicus Brief with
National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates
Supporting “Benefit of the Doubt” Rule for
Veterans
Pro Bono Counsel Williams & Connolly LLP

On July 9, 2024, the National Veterans Legal Services
Program (NVLSP) filed another amicus curiae brief in
Joshua E. Bufkin and Norman F. Thornton v. Denis
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NVLSP Challenges Feres Doctrine in Supreme Court

—— Amicus Brief for Carter v. United States
Supreme Court of the United States Pro Bono Counsel Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
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standing injustice. The amici curiae brief was filed with the pro bono assistance of
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP.

NVLSP STAFF ON THE MOVE

2024 Texas Veterans
Commission Annual Claims
Conference

On July 16t and 17th,
2024, NVLSP Executive
Director Paul Wright and
Director of Training and
Publications Rick Spataro
attended and presented at
the 2024 Texas Veterans
Commission Annual Claims
Conference in Dallas, TX. On
the right, Paul Wright is



https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-1281/315987/20240628131700473_Carter Amicus Brief.pdf

pictured with Texas

Veterans Commission Executive Director Thomas
Palladino. On the left, Rick Spataro conducts an
on-site training session.

Korean War Memorial Wall
Washing

On July 14th, 2024, staff
from NVLSP and White &
Case LLP volunteered to
clean the Korean War
Veterans Memorial.

Pictured from left to right:
Park Ranger New
Thanyachareon, White &
Case Associate Alec Albright,
NVLSP Director of Human
Resources Rafael Resto-
Olivo, Rafael's wife Jennifer Roos, NVLSP Communications Assistant Izzy Angeli, NVLSP
Special Counsel Christine Cote Hill, White & Case Partner Dana Foster, NVLSP Director
of Communications Patty Briotta, White & Case Associate Alex Dilley, White & Case
Associate Otto Nufiez-Montelongo, NVLSP Paralegal Dorrie Popovski, NVLSP Appellate
Attorney Alec Ghezzi, NVLSP Development Associate Masha Danilenko, Ranger Kevin
Fanning, NVLSP Senior Pro Bono Coordinating Attorney Erin Mee and Development
Intern Riordan Pollock.

2024 Annual Joint Service Disability Evaluation
System Counsel Program Training

On July 11, 2024 NVLSP’s Senior Managing Attorney
Esther Leibfarth with Mike Brown of the USSOCOM
Warrior Care Coalition program at the 2024 Annual
Joint Service Disability Evaluation System Counsel
Program Training, Verification, and Certification
Course.

NVLSP IN THE NEWS

On July 25, 2024, NVLSP Co-Founder and
Special Counsel Bart Stichman discussed
VA-OIG’s recent report that concluded VBA
failed to identify tens of thousands of
Vietnam veterans who could qualify for
retroactive benefits with Federal News
Network’s Eric White. Listen or read here.



https://federalnewsnetwork.com/veterans-affairs/2024/07/thousands-of-vietnam-veterans-are-missing-out-on-va-benefits/

WEBINARS

NVLSP continues its dedication to veteran law
education by growing its webinar schedule in an effort
to educate more veterans advocates on strategies for
securing disability benefits for their clients. Experienced
NVLSP attorneys will lead discussions on the following
topics:

e Recent Changes to the VA's Rating of Digestive System Disabilities (August 27,
August 28, August 29)

NVLSP also has a comprehensive library of over 20 previously recorded webinars that
are available at your convenience.

Webinar topics include:

- VA Accreditation Training: Attorney and Agent Practice before the VA

- Navigating the VA's Modernized/AMA Review System

- VA Benefits Based on National Guard and Reserve Service

- How Involvement with the Criminal Justice System Impacts VA Benefits

- And many more!

For more information on NVLSP's Training and Publications program watch this video.

NVLSP's Training & Publications program also offers: in-person training, the Online
Basic Training Course, the Veterans Benefits Manual, and the VA Benefit Identifier

App.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP

We hope this newsletter inspires you to become more
active with NVLSP. If you want to help NVLSP do more for
our veterans, here are a few suggestions.

1. You can follow us on Twitter, connect with us
on Linkedln, and like us on Facebook.
2. Help us promote our free App for veterans.
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3. Tell a friend about NVLSP.

We look forward to connecting with you again soon!
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